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Scripture Reading 
Luke 13:1-9 New International Version (NIV)  
Repent or Perish  
13 Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate 
had mixed with their sacrifices. 2 Jesus answered, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners 
than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way? 3 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you 
too will all perish. 4 Or those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think 
they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you 
too will all perish.” 6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard, and he 
went to look for fruit on it but did not find any. 7 So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, 
‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it 
down! Why should it use up the soil?’ 8 “‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll 
dig around it and fertilize it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’”  
  

 
Sermon: 
Why Are We Given Life?  
H.G. Wells once wrote an essay on a tribe of people he called the "Goodness Sakers". These were the 
folks who when they saw something that needed to be done, or when they saw a social evil, or detected 
some moral shortcoming, would stand around and wring their hands and say, "For goodness sakes, why 
doesn't someone do something about this?" and “How can this happen?”  We tend to ask those same 
questions in our daily news cycle as we learn of a whole new series of tragic and painful events due to 
the coronavirus. It troubles our hearts and creates questions in our minds.  So with our world and way of 
life going into lockdown we can certainly relate to the “Goodness Sakers” today. It’s part of human 
nature. Throughout history people have always had questions like this when situations and tragedies 
arise that are out of their comfort zone or out of their control.   
Our Scripture this morning tells of some people who approached Jesus and asked his opinion about an 
incident which raised the same questions. It took place at the temple in Jerusalem, when Pilate ordered 
some Galileans killed while they were in the act of making animal sacrifices to God; the blood of those 
devout worshipers became mingled with the blood of the animals.  Pilate may have had his reasons for 
doing this, but that didn't matter to these folks. They felt that these Galileans must be guilty of some 
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grave sin so God judged them at the tip of Pilate's sword.  So the question is asked, did that happen 
because the people involved were so wicked that the tragedies were God's judgment upon them?  
Jesus' answer must have caught them off guard. His answer was a firm, "No!"  This is one of the few 
places in the Gospels where Jesus directly answers a question, and for that reason alone it must be very 
important. Jesus was quite adamant when he said that these people did not die because they had 
sinned.  
  
And after answering their question Jesus turns on his heel and poses them a question bringing up a 
current event. The tower of Siloam, which was part of the fortification of Jerusalem, had a supporting 
beam or stone give way and the building fell on construction workers, killing eighteen of them. Jesus 
asked, "Do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem?" And again Jesus 
says, "No!" It was simply a construction accident.   
What the people were really asking is that age old question, “Why do bad things happen to good 
people?”  It could be a question we wonder about today.  In 1981 a book was written by Harold S. 
Kushner, who is a Rabbi. The book was a reaction to the personal tragedy of his son Aaron who died 
early in life due to a rare disease which causes premature aging. In his crises of faith he wrote the book 
for people "who have been hurt by life."  The title of the book is, “When Bad Things Happen to Good 
People.”  Notice that Kushner's title is not a question. He was not asking why do bad things happen, but 
rather when. He was offering a solution, an action plan. When bad things happen in your life this is how 
to think about them and how to respond to them. To question "Why" is a trap and can lead to much 
pain if we stay there. Better to say, "When bad things happen I might be grieved, but I am going to 
respond constructively."  
"All the responses to tragedy" he says, "have at least one thing in common. They all assume that God is 
the cause of our suffering, and they try to understand why God would want us to suffer. "It is tempting 
at one level to believe that bad things happen to people (especially other people) because God is a 
righteous judge who gives them what they deserve. By believing that, we keep the world orderly and 
understandable."  It is hard, for example, to live with multiple sclerosis, but it is even harder to live with 
the idea that things happen to people for no reason, that God has lost touch with the world and nobody 
is in the driver's seat.”  “There may be another approach. Maybe God does not cause our suffering. 
Maybe it happens for some reason other than the will of God."  
Jesus answer to the question, “Why do bad things happen to good people?” is a complete turnaround of 
what you might expect.  There is no helpful explanation, he simply sidesteps the huge question of why 
there is pain and tragedy in the world, and he focuses instead on the purpose of human life. To him the 
important question is not, "Why do people die the way they do?" but rather, "Why are we given life?"    
Consider that question for a moment as Jesus leads them to the parable of the fig tree.  Soil was at a 
premium in Israel. It was not unusual for a vineyard owner to give a little  
bit of his soil up for a fruit tree but the tree took up the best soil, the deepest soil, and required the most 
water. A fig tree doesn't grow fruit until three years after planting. The owner in this story, had given the 
tree "due season" to bear fruit and yet the tree bore no fruit. It took up valuable space and resources. 
The owner questioned why the tree was allowed to "even use up ground."  
Jesus indicates in his story that their lives have been barren, the fruits have not been forthcoming; they 
as a people are virtually useless to God. Yet the story has a tone of hope. Jesus recommends that things 
be stirred up around them, that the people be fed and the branches pruned, so that with tender care 
and nourishment they will blossom and produce to the glory of God.    
We can apply this to our church as well.  We belong to the St Peter congregation, but it doesn’t end 
there.  We also need to participate in its congregational life.  We need to be productive in the tradition 
of our faith. Life does not ask us to become what we are not. The fig tree was only required to produce 
figs; nothing more. You and I are asked only to accomplish what our natural gifts allow, but we are asked 
to accomplish just that.  And we need to share those gifts with others.  We need to do something 
positive, something life giving especially during uncertain times.    
We can start with something simple.  Winston Churchill was to deliver a commencement address. After 
enduring a lengthy introduction, Churchill is reported to have risen from his seat, strode to the podium 
and stared fixedly at his audience of new graduates. "Never give up!" he pronounced solemnly. Churchill 



then turned, walked back to his chair and sat down. As the stunned students momentarily sat in silence, 
Churchill, with perfect timing, once again rose from his chair, returned to the podium and again 
announced, "Never give up!" Now, terrified they might respond improperly, the audience never uttered 
a squeak as their speaker once again returned to his seat. Sure enough, Churchill returned to the 
podium again, and again and yet again - five times - each time delivering his single-minded message, 
"Never give up!" At last, feeling he had exhausted his audience and driven home his point, Churchill 
himself did give up and returned to the podium no more. But you can be sure that every graduate in 
that audience never forgot that speech and never forgot that he or she was to "never give up!"  
So what does that mean to us?  When the gardener in today's gospel text volunteers not to give up on 
the slow-to-fruit fig tree, he commits himself to a year of shoveling manure.  That’s a commitment, and 
although with our current situation we may feel the same way, we can’t give up either.   
We need to understand that to never give up doesn't mean the same thing as to never suffer defeat.  
The World Health Organization’s Director-General, Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus says “We also have 
advice for individuals around the world, especially  
those who are now adjusting to a new reality”, he said, urging everyone to look after their physical and 
mental health. “This will not only help you in the long-term, it will also help you fight COVID-19 if you get 
it”. He acknowledged that “COVID-19 is taking so much from us”. “But”, he concluded “it’s also giving us 
something special – the opportunity to come together as one humanity – to work together, to learn 
together, to grow together”. And people around the world are pulling together.  Countries that are 
recovering are helping those who are struggling.  We are all in this together.  As our way of life changes 
we need to find positive outlets for change and growth.  Even through social distancing we need to stay 
connected to others, our family and friends of course, but also the church.  We are a congregation that 
does not give up!  We want to hear from you.  Let us know how you’re doing whether it’s by phone, or 
the church website or Facebook page.  Stay connected, and share your stories.  Help out where you can 
while also following guidelines for your own safety and that of others.  Never give up. Because when the 
hope-less becomes the hope-filled, then that is a moment of pure grace.        
  

Prayer 
O God, we marvel that you love us regardless of who we are or who we are not, for what we have done 
or left undone, regardless of what we are capable or incapable of doing.  Your love persists welcoming 
us back to you.  We come with hearts of grateful praise and gratitude that you would never give up on 
us.     
We humbly ask that you embrace our loved ones who are sick.  We pray for their renewal of mind, body 
and spirit. We pray for the sick, the aging, the young, asking that you, knowing their every need, will 
comfort and steady those who cry out to you.  
We humbly ask that you walk with us when we suffer from loneliness, uncertainty, or disappointment.  
Help us to still our fears, and quiet them until we can hear again your voice steady and familiar lifting us 
to you.  Teach us the ways of faithfulness, that we can be careful in our relationships, growing always in 
love and desire for your presence.  In Jesus name we pray.  AMEN  
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